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On September 28, the Administrator signed a new interagency MOU on 
implementation of the ESA, copy attached. The MOU emphasizes interagency 
coordination and advance planning to reduce conflicts between programs of 
different government agencies and better manage impacts .to endangered 
species and their habitats. In addition to FHWA, the MOU was signed by the 
Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Bureau of Mines, Bureau of 
Reclamation, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), National Park Service, 
Minerals Management Service, Department of Defense, Corps of Engineers, 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Coast Guard, Federal Aviation 
Administration, and the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The MOU establishes, in principal, regional interagency working groups that 
will coordinate agency actions to reduce conflicts over endangered species 
and create opportunities for conserving and recovering species that are 
listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened. The regional 
working groups will involve the public, States, Indian Tribal governments, 
and local governments as appropriate. Examples of such groups include the 
Desert Tortoise Group, which involves personnel from the FWS, BLM, and State 
agencies in Arizona, California, Nevada, and Utah; and the PACFish Group, 
which involves the Forest Service, BLM, and NMFS in Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, and northern California in an effort to develop long-range strategies 
to restore important aquatic habitat on Federal lands in the above States. 

‘ The MOU also establishes a national working group which will identify the 
geographic regions of the United States and its territories that will be 
used as the basis for organizing the regional interagency work groups, 
identify ways to improve the conservation of species listed under the ESA, 
perform an annual review of the previous year's progress and activities, and 
establish a program of work for subsequent fiscal years. The national 
working group will also identify and try to resolve national issues 
associated with interagency consultations undertaken pursuant to 
Section 7(a)(2). 



MEMOR4NDUM OF UNDERSrANDlNG 
between the 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
. Forest Service 

the 
UNITED =ATES. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

the 
UNITED SI’ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Corps of Engineers 
the 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Nntionz4 Marine Fsheries Service 

the 
UN-RED !SI’ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 
Bureau of Ming 

Bureau of Reclamation 
Fsh and Wildlife Service 

Minerals Management Service 
National Park Service 

the 
UNITED =ATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Coast Guard 
Federal Aviation Administmtion . 
Federal Highway Administrati~ 

andthe 
UNlTED STATES EI’MRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

XMPLEMKNTATION OF T&&ANGERED SPECXES Ati 

This Memorandum of Undm (MOU), is nmle and & into by red among the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Forest &vice (hereinafter referred to as FS); U.S. Deparbnaxt of the Army 
Corps of Engineers (hereinaftex referred to as COE); U.S. Department of Commerce National Marine 
Fisheries Service (hereinafiex refexred to as NMFS); U.S. Department of Defeb (t~ereimftex referred 
to as IhD); U.S. Departmkt of the Interior Bureau of Land Mamg+m% (hereinafm refemd to as 
BLM); U.S. Departma of the Intyior Bureau of Mines @e&nafta referred to as USBM); U.S. 
Department of the Lnterior Bureau of Reclamation thereinafter refemd to as BOR); U.S. lhpartment of 
the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service (hereinafter referred to as FWS); U.S. Deptment of the Interior 
Minerals Management Service (MMS); U.S. Department of the Interior National Park Service @ereinafter 
referred to as NPS); U.S. Department of Transportation Coast Guard (hereinafter referred to as Coast 
Guard); U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Aviation +dakktratioa (hereinafter referred to as 
FAA); U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration (hereinafter referred to as 
FHWA); and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (hereinafter referred to as EPA). Collectively, the 
parties to this MOU will be referred to as Cooperators. 



1. PCRF’OSE m 

The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, (ESA) provides a means to consen’e threatened and 
endangered species and the ecosystems upon which they depend. The ESA directs all Federal agencies 
to use their authorities to further the purposes of the ESA by carryiag out programs to conserve 
threatened and endangered species. 

The purpose of this MOU is to establish a general framework for cooperation and participation among 
the Cooperators in the exercise of their responsibilities under the ESA. The Cooperators will work 
together-and with appropriate involvement of the public, States, Indian Tribai governments, and local 
governments-to a&eve the common goal of conserving species listed as threatened or endangered under 
the ESA by protecting and managing their populations a5d the ecosystems upon which those populations 
depend. 

The Cooperators will work together to achieve the co&non goals of (1) conserving species Federally 
listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA; (2) using existing Federal authorities and programs 
to further the purposes of the ESA; and (3) improving the efficiency and e&ctiveness of the interagency 
consultations conducted pursuant to section 7(a)(2) of the ESA. @mrvation Agrewnents (See 
Attachment A for definition of terms) will be developed for species and or habitats selected by the 
cooperators using an agreed upon method of priority setting and in full consideration of budgetary 
feasibility and respective agency missions. Attachment A is incorporated by reference into this MOU. 

II. =ATEJWENT OF MUTUAL ~ANDMUTUALBENEFITS 

The BLM is a land management agency responsible for the mnrupaueut of public lands. Tbe BLM 
manages 270 million surface acrea in 29 states that save as habitat for many plant and animal species. 
The BLM also has a national poIiq.(BLM Manual 6840) and stra&gic plans W implementing BLM’s 
Fish and Wildlife 2000, an initiative to manage habitats fbr plant ami animal species to prevent the 5eed 
for their federal Wing under the ESA. 

The USBM is a research, developmeut, infMcu&n, and analysis agay with a mission to insure minaal 
supplies to the country at acceptable economic, social, eavironmental costs. The USBM’s goals include 
an improved understanding of the iatendion between economic activities such a~ mining and ecosystems; 
the identification of management am! policy options that cilll inaerse the potential for the axxisteace of 
economic activities and healthy ecosystems; and the identification of opportunities for ecosystem-related 
research and development. 

. The BOR is a water resource management agency respooJibIe for the management, protection, and 
development of water and land resources that indude some 300 nsuvoir areas and thousands of miles 
of river and stream corridors in an environmentally and economically sound manner in the inwest of the 
American public. 

The Coast Guard has marine environmental protection and other responsibilities that include maritime law 
enforcement, maritime safety, environmental protection, and national security. The co;rst Guard’s 
environmental duties range from pollution response and fsheries enforcement to internal environmental 
compliance. 

2 



The COE is the water resources development agency that carries out the Secretary of the &my’s 
authorities for navigation, flood damage reduction, and related purposes. The COE has planned, 
developed, and maintains the inland and irmacoastal waterways, flood control levees and reservoirs, and 
operates its hydropower facilities. The COE also has stewardship responsibilities for ova 11 million acres 
of upland, wetlauds, and water. The COE administers the regulatory programs for Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, Section 404 of theClean Water Act, and Section 103 Of the Marine 
Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act. 

The DoD manages 25 million acres of public lands while conducting its primary mission of national 
defense. These lands are home to many threatened and endangered species and significant habitat areas. 
DoD recognizes that environmental security is a major component of national security. The DoD is 
uxnmined to developing a comprehensive biological resources management program OD its land on its 
lands and waters. 

The EPA protects and preserves public health and the sustamability of natural ecosystems by preventing, 
controlling, and abating pollution. EPA achieves these goals by reducing environmental risks to human 
health, protecting natural systems from degradation, and restoring ecological integrity through its 
regulatory and non-regulatory programs. 

The FAA has the primary responsibility for assuring that the Nation’s air transportation system is safe, 
effkent, and responsive to the present and future needs of the domestic and foreign commerce of the 1 
United States and the national defense. l’be FM directly regulates airmen, aircra& and airspace and 
also administers the Airport and Airway Improvement Program and other safety, research, and tGning 
programs. Lo carry out its responsibilities, the FM is tesponstWe for ensuriq that its policies, 
programs, and activities comply with the ESA and ail other applicable fsdmtl laws. 

The FHWA has the primary responsibility for assuring that the Nation’s highway transportation system 
is safe, economical, and efficient with respect to the movement of people and goods while giving full 
consideration to the highway’s impact on environmental and social and ax~nomic conditions. FHWA, 
in cooperation with the States, adaG&ters the Federal-Aid Highway Construction Program and other 
safety, research, and training progr&ms related to highway use, planning, and construction. The FHWA 
is responsible for ensuring that federally financed highways are planned and constructed in compliance 
with the ESA, as well as all other applicable federal laws and reg&tions. 

The FS is a land management agency responsible fix the management of the national foreets and 
grasslands. Tbe FS manages 191 million acres in 43 stata~ that serve as habitat for many plant and 
animal species. Ike FS has a national policy (Forest Savice Manual 2670) to manage habitats for plant 
and animal species to prevent the need 6r their Federal listing under the ESA. ‘Ibe FS, in conjunction 
with State Foresters, also cooperates with State and private managers, and has reseaccb responsibilities 
that include ESA implementltion. 

The FWS is a Federal land’ management agency and regulatory agency responsible for the implementation 
of the ESA and coordination with other Federal and State agencies in the national effort to conserve 
species listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA. ‘Ibe FWS is responsible for publiiing and 
revising the list of threatened, endangered, and candidate plant and animal species. In addition to 
administering the ESA, the FWS manages the National Wildlife Refuge system, which is the only network 
of Federal lands and waters set aside primarily for the protection and conserMon of fish and wildlife, 
including threatened and endangered species. 
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The MMS primary responsibilities are to manage the mineral resources located on the Nation’s outer 
continental shelf (OCS), collect revenue from the Federal OCS and onshore Federal and Indian lands, 
and distribute those revenues. MMS works to ensure that offshore mi.neraI resource operations are 
conducted in an environmentally sound and safe manner, including meeting the requirements of the ESA. 

The NMFS is a regulatory agency responsible for stewardship of the Nation’s living marine resources. 
NMPS shares responsibility with the FWS for the implementation of the ESA and coordination with other 
Federal and State agencies in the national effort to conserve species listed as threatemd or eodaugered 
under the ESA. As part of this stewardship role, the NMFS implements the ESA for most anadromous 
and marine species. 

The NPS preserves and manages more than 80 million acres in 367 units of the National Park System 
for the enjoyment of present and futurt generations and is responsible for increasing the public 
knowledge, awareness, and appreciation of natural resources. NPS policies promote the conservation of 
ail Federally listed threatened, endangered, or candidate species within park boundaries and their critical 
habitats. 

Section 2(c) of the ESA declared the policy of Congress that all Federal departments and agencies shall 
seek to cOnserve threatened and endangered species and shall utilize their authorities to further the 
purposes of the ESA. This section also de&red tbe policy of Congress that Federal agencies shall 
cooperate with State and local age&es to resolve water resource issues in c&ert with conservation of 
endangered species. 

Section 5 of the ESA directs the Secretary of Agriculture, with respect to the National Forest System, 
and the Secretary of the Interior to establish and implement a program to acquire lands and to conserve 
fish, wildlife, and plants, inciuding thtudeDad and eadangeral species. 

Section 6(a) of the ESA directs the Secretary to uqernte to the m&um extent possible with the States 
in carrying out programs authorized by the ESA. Such cooper&n shall include amsultatioa with the 
States concemed before acquiring any lard or water, of intemt tfmeii fix the puspose of CofESaVing 
any endangered or threatened species. 

Section 7(a)( 1) of the ESA directs the Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of the Interior “to review 
other programs administered by him and utilize such programs in furtherance of the purposes of this 
Act.. Seaion t(a)( 1) also directs all other Federal agencies to use their at&or&s to further the puqxms 
of the ESA by carrying out programs for the co nsemtim of threatened and endangered species. 

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA d@cts Federal agencies, in cotmhation with the Secretaty of Commerce or 
the Secretary of the Interior, to insure that any agency action-is not likdy to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any threatemd or emlange& species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat. 

The Cooperators seek to improve &Xency by combining their efforts, to t&er better working 
relationships and promote the consemation of species listed as threatened or endangered under the ESA. 
In a closely-related, but separate, Memorandum of Understanding that was signed on January 35, 1994, 
cenain Cooperators have agreed to use their authorities to help prevent species eodangerment by 
conserving species that are tending toward Federal listing as threatened or endangered under the ESA 
(i.e., sensitive and candidate species). 
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’ In consideration of the above premises, 

III. THE COOPERATORS AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING: 

A. Each indiviaual agency that is a party to this MOU will: 

1. Use its authorities to further the purposes of 0e ESA by carrying out progrkns 
for the conservation of Federally listed species, including implementing 
appropriate recovery actions that are identified in recovery plans; 

2. Identify opportunities to conserve Federally listed species and the ecosystems 
upon which those species depend within its existing programs or authorities. 

3. Determine whether its respective planning pm effectively help conserve 
threatened and endangered species and the ecosystems upon which those species 
depend. 

4. Use existing programs, or establish a program if one does not currently exist, to 
evaluate, recognize, and reward the performance and achievements of personnel 
who are responsible for planning or imptementing programs to conseme or 
recover listed species or the ecosystems upon which they depend. 

B. By the end of the first quarter of Fiscal Year 1995, the Cooperators will establish, or use 
existing, regional interagency working groups that will identify geographic areas within 
which the groups will coordinate agency actions arxl c%eate opportunities, and overcome 
barriers, to conserve species listed or proposed as threatened or endangered under the 
ESA and the ecosystems upon which they depend and, to the extent practicable, protect 
candidate, or sensitive species and the ecosystems upon w&b they depend. The agencies 
involved in the regional working groups will, as apprqniate: 

1. Identify critical threats to the native species aud ecosystems in the geographic 
area they are focusing upon; 

2. Idmtifjmw~existing~PrieQie~~afthtCoopa?tors 
that are most likely to aIIevi* the threats that have been identifisd; 

3. Assist the FWS or NMkS to assemble *mteragency, interdisciplinary teams to 
develop recovery plans or Conservation Agreements fat species Wed as 
threatened or endangered under the ESA and, to 0e extent pra&abk, sensitive 
species or the ecosystems upon which they depend; 

4. Cooperate to implement recovery plans, Conservation Agreements, and other 
affkmative consetvation actions that are developed by the regional interagency 
groups; 

5. Identify and, to the extent practicable, attempt to resolve regional issues 
associated with interagency consultations undertaken pursuant to section 7(a)(2) 



C. 

of the ESA. These issues include, but are not limited to, encouraging multi- 
agency, multi-project consultations; exploring opportunities to increase the 
@ectiveness of programmatic consultations; improving consistency and clarity 
in the interagency consultation process; addressing uncertainly; providing 
opportunities for enbancad dialogue between ageacies during formal and inhmai 
consiitation; increasing the level of interagency guidance and training; and 
exploring approaches to resolving disagreements among agencies resulting from 
the interagency consultation process; 

6. Impkmeat programs to monitor the status of species that have beeu removed 
from the Federal list of threatened aud endangered species; 

7. Develop recommendations and undertake actions to implement the ESA with the 
appropriate involvement of the public, States, Indian Tribal governments, and 
local govemments; 

a. Exchange information and coordinate research activities to promote efficient and 
effective co&on of threatened and e&auger& species, to minim& social * 
costs and economic impacts of recovery plan implementation, consisteat with 
timely recovery, and to develop and test new alternatives for conserving species 
listed as threatened or endangered uudef the ESA and the ecosystems upon which 
they depend. 

9. Prepare and disseminate information to the public; and 

10. Document and share information about the outcome or status of any recovery 
tasks or affhative conservation activities. . . 

The Ckqmators will establish a national intuagulcy ESA working groui [the “natioaal 
working group’] to coordinate the implementation of the JZSA. me national working 
group will huti@ and coordinate improvements in FeWal implementation of the ESA. 
The national work+ group will, as appropriate: 

1. Ideutify&egeograpbicrqiorerdrbrWSar,irr~~ 
ta-ritmia that will be used as the basis tw organizing the reg-mnal inmagency . 
work groups; 

2. Identify ways to improve the &rwnasion of specks listed lls tiuwted or 
eudangered under the EM, inchding pmtdon of the ecosysteuts upon which 
they depend, in agency planning processes and other agency proghms; 

3. At least anuually, review the previous y&r’s work, prepare and disseminate a 
report of accomplishments to the public, and establish a program of work for 
subsequent fiscal years; 

4. Identify, and to the extent practicable, attempt to resolve national issues 
associated with interagency, consultations undertaken pursuant to section 7(a)(Z) 
of the ESA. The issues include, but are not limited to, encouraging multi- 
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agency, multi-project consultati?ns; exploring opportunities to increase the 
effectiveness of programmatic consultations; improving consistency and clarity 
in the interagency consultation process; addressing uncertainty; providing 
opportunities for enhanced dialogue between agencies during formal and informal 
consultation; increasing the level of interagency guidance and training; and 
exploring approaches to resolving disagreements among agencies resulting from 
the interagency consultation process; and 

5. Take other appropriate actions to help individual agencies or regional working 
groups to more effectively conserve species listed or proposed for listing under 
the ESA, the ecosystems upon which they depend, and, to the extent practicable, 
protect candidate and sensitive species. 

IV. IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDBBSTOO D BY AND AMONG THJ3 
COOPERATORS THAT: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

‘Specific work projects or activities that involve the transfer of funds, services, or 
property among the Cooperators will require the execution of separate agreements or 
contracts, contingent upon the availability of limds as appropriated by Congress. Each 
subsequent agreement or arrangement involving-the transfer of funds, services, or 
property among the Cooperators must comply with all applicable statutes and regulationi, 
including those statutes and regulations applicable to procurement activities, and bust be 
independently authorized by appropriate statutq authority. 

This MOU in no way restricts the Cooperators from participating in similar activities or 
arrangements with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals. 

Nothing in this MOU shall obligate the Cooperators to expend appropriations or enter 
into any contract or other obligations. 

This MOU may be modified or amended upon written request of any patty hereto and 
the subsequent written concurrence of ail of the Cooperators. Cooperator participation 
in this MOU may be term&ted with the 6Oday written notice of any party to the other 
Cooperators. Unless terminusd under the teams ofthis paragqb, this MOU will remain 
in full force and in effect until September 30,1999. 

This Memorandum of Understanding is intended only to improve the internal 
management of the executive branch and is not intended to, nor does it create any right, 
benefit, or trust responsibility, sub- or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by 
a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, of any person. 

’ 

The terms of this Memorandum of Understanding are not intended to be enforceable by 
any party other than the signatories hereto. 
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V. PwKcw& CONTAf3-S 

The following persons will be the principal contacts for their respective agencies at the time Of execution 
of this MOU. These contacts may be changed at an agencies’ discretion upon notice to the other 
Cooperators. 

. 

Threatened and Endangeed Species Cmrdkt~r 
Bureau of Land Manageamt 
1849 C Street, N.W. (ZSB) 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
(202) 452-776 1 

Director, Office of Policy and External Afhirs 
Bureau of ReAmation 
1849 C Streets, N.W. MS-7650 
Washington. D.C. 20240 
(202) 208429 1 

Endangered Species GaodiaaKbr (Civil WofkS) 
U.S. hy corps of Engkers, CECW-PD 
20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washbqtoa, D.C. 20314-1000 
(202) 2724132 

Director, Office of Fti Activitia 
U.S. Environmead Protection Agt~y 
401 M street, S.W. (2251) 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
(202) 260-5053 

Chief, Enviroammtal Quality Branch (HEp-42) 
office of Env- 8ad P-g 
Federal Highway Mminiotntioa 
400 7th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
(202) 366-9173 

Etaviroamaltal coorditlatof 
office of the Direc!or 
U.S. Bureau of MiDes 
810 7th Srrsa, N.W. 
Wshington, D.C. 20241 
(202) 501-9304 

Deputy Qief (G-0) 
offic4! of bw EJIfo rcemeat and Dcfalse OPeIatioas 
U.S. corst Guard 
2100 2nd street. S.W. 
W&&ton, D.C. 20593 
(202) 267-1436 

Director. (hsmakm 
OfficcofthRJUadHSaacuyofDefakse 
~--ty) 
400 Army-Navy Drive, Suite 206 
fMUgtOO,V+22202 
(703) 6044707 

-. 

EnviroMIeatal~S~ 
Al-TNDLAnnM.HOOh 
policy and Regubny Di+ioa (AEE-300) 
0ffi~0fEnvka#mnwuIdl%efgy 
Fe&d Aviatioo Administntion 
800 lndepeodeoa Avalue, S.W. 
Washin-, D.C. 2M91 
(202) 4934018 

Chief, Endmgcmd Spazia Diviskm 
U.S. Fish d Wildlife Sewice 
1849 C Stree& N.W. MS-ARLSQ 452 
WAingtaa, D.C. 20240 
(703) 358-2171 
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Program Manager 
Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Species 
Program 
U.S.D.A. Forest Service 
P.O. Box 96090 . 
Washington. D.C. 20090 
(202) 20s 1220 

Chief, Enviromtal Policy and PTO~GUDS Division 
U.S. Minetals Management Service 
381 Elden Street 
Herndoa. Virginia 220704817 
(703) 787-1656 

Chief, Endangered Species Division 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Office of Protected Resources 
1335 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
(301) 713-2322 

Thrrotmed and Endangered Species Coordinobr 
National Puk Service 
P-0. Box 37127 MS-490 
Washington. D.C. 20013 . 
(202) 343-8115 
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In wimps whereof, the parties hereto have executed this MOU as of the last written date below. 

USDI Bureau of Rklamation us~t Fish and Wildlife Sex-vice 

MIQiAu DOMBECK, Acting Director m T Acting Director 
USDI Bureau of Land Management usm Bureau of Mines 

&&2&&d qhpl 
& Q”m-W& Acting Director 

lf2xkL4 5&iq 
J 

SHERRl GooDhuN, Deputy UDder seaetaly 
USDI Minerals Management hvicc Enviinmeaplsdty 

us Deparmeut of Defhse 

SEP 28 I994 

o~vm R. HMON, Administrator 
USDOT Federal Aviation AdmUtration us01 National Park Sake 

27 

ADMIRAL ROBERT E.. KRAMEK, CommaadiUlt 
us Coast Guard 

RODh'EY E.SL.4 

JACK WARD TIIOMA!$ 
USDA Foresr Service 

usoc Nat&al Ma&F 
e 

* savice 

RO&i& M. -, Deputy AdmiDistrator 
us Environmental Protection Agency 

us Army Corps of Engineers 



ATTACHMENT A 
DEFXIWI’ION OF TERMS 

CANDIDATE SPECIES: those plant and animals species tbat, in the opinion of tbe Fisb and wildlife Service 
(FWS) or the National Marine Fisheries Service (NW@, may qualify for listing as threatened or 
endangered pursuant to tbezs~. Tbe FWS recognizes two categories of candidate species. Category 1 
candidates are taxa for which the FWS has sufficient information to support proposals for listing as either 
threatened or endangered. Category 2 candidates are taxa for which the tirmation available to the FWS 
indicates that a proposed listing may be appropriate, but for which the available information is insufficient 
to support a listing. The MS’ most recent list of candidate species is published in 56 FR 26797. 
Because of the smaller number of species on the NMFS list, NMFS does not organize them by categories. 

CONSERVATION AGREEMENT: a formal, written document agreed to by the FWS and/or NMFS and another 
Federal agency, Tribe, State agency, local government, or private agency, organization, or individual to 

. achieve the consemation or recovery of threatened or endangered species thiough voluntary uxqeration. 
A Conservation Agreement documents the specific actions and responsibilities for which each party agrees 
to be held accountable. The objective of a Conservation Agreement is to achieve the recovery of a 
threatened, endangered, or candidate species. 

CONSERVE, CONSEXWNG, and CONSERVATION: as used in this MOU, these terms, except when referring 
to Conservation Agreements, have tbe same meaning aS they do in the ESA. These terms mean to use - 
and the use of all methods and procedures which are necessaq to bring any edangered species or 
threatened species to the point at which the measurea provided m to the esa are no ionger 
necessary. Such methods include, but are not limited to, all activitier associated with kientific resources 
management such as research, census, law enforcement, habitat aquisition and maintenance, propagation, 
live trapping, and transplantation, and, in tbe extraordinary cases where population pressure within a 
given ecosystem cannot he othe~ise relieved, may include regulated’taking; 

~~~~~GEREDSPE<=IFS:asusedinthisMOU,thijtarnhasthcsvpe~rsitdoesintheESA. That 
is, any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range and has 
been listed as endangered pursuant to section 4(a)(l) of the ESA, other than a species of the class Insecta 
determined by the Secietary to constitute a pest whose protection unda the provisions of the ESA would 
present an overwhelming and overriding risk to man. 

RSH AND WILDLIFE: as used in this MOU, this term has the same meaning as it does in the E&L That 
is, any member of tbe animal kingdom, including without limitatioa any mammal, fish, bird (ichuiing 
any migratory, nonmigratory, or endangered bird for which protection is also afforded by treaty or other 
international agrment), @bibian, reptile, mollusk, crustacean, arthropod, or other invertebrate, and 
inchtdes any part, gxoduct, egg, or offspring tbersof. or the dead body parts themof. 

PLANK as used in this.MOU, this term has the same meaning as it does in the E&L That is, any member 
of tbe plant kingdom, including seeds, roots, and other parts thereof. 

RECOVERY PLAN: as used in this MOU, this term has the same meaning as it does in the ESA. That is, 
plans that are developed for the conservation and survival of tbreateaed and endangered species. These 
plans provide descriptions of site-specific management actions that may be necessyy to achieve the plan’s 
goal for tbe conservation and survival of threatened’ and endangered species. These plans also provide 
objective, measurable criteria which, when met, would result in a determination that the species be 
removed from the Federal list of threatened and endangered species. Finally, recovery plans include 
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estimates of the time, required to conserve listed species and the cost of carrying out those measura 
needed to achieve the plan’s goal and to achieve intermediate steps toward that goal. 

SENSITIVE SPECIES: those plants and animal species tint have beea identified through appropriate agency 
procedures for wbicb population viability is a concun as evidenced by: (a) significant current or predicted 
downward trend in population numbers or density, (b) significam current or pred,icted downward tread 
in habitat capability that would reduce a species’ existing distribution. 

THRUTENEDSPECIES: asusedinthisMOU,thistamhastbe~meaniagIsitdoesinthe~. That 
is any species listed as threatened pursuant to seaion 4(a)(l) of the ESA, which is in danger of becoming 
endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant ponion of its range. 
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